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THIS IS THE 
MEW TRANSFER 
STUPENT WHOU 
BE 30ININS 
THIS CLASS, 


OKAV, 


/NEW 

^TRANS¬ 

FER 

IsTUPENT 

KJOlNEP 

OUR 

I CLASS. 


MIKOTO 

URABE 





















hello. 



















ABOUT 

OUR 

SCHOOL.' 

TEACH URABE. 
ANVTHIN6 
THAT SHE 
POESN'T 
UflPERSTA/NP, 































































































































































































































































































































^§pr ^m3r w|f|r 
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XT'S 

SWEET.. 









































WELCOME 

BACK, 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WAS 

simav 


LOVE- 

SlCKNESSi 


















T5 ubaki, 


WHEN vou 

you LOOKUP 

saw mv VERy 

PACE. SURPRISE? 


WHEN 

you 

woke me 

UP APTER 
SCHOOL, 


ON 

THAT 

PAV, 

























































s, 

W 


X WAS 
BACK AT 
SCHOOL. 


















































































































































































-or Xvft 































































THIS 

IWPEMEP. 


O/NE 

PAV, 


THEM 



SCISSORS 


H/YM... 


1 MEM LIKE SPORTS, 

or po you plw 

My INSTRUMENTS, 















































































































































<4U\ 






















*BAKUSHO MONDAI IS A JAPANESE COMEDY DUO. 









































































































WHERE 

X WAS : r 

PANC1N6 

WITH URABE 

IN A 

STRANSE ~~~~—-a 
TOWN. J 

THEM, POR 
THE PIRST 
TI/Y\E IM A 

A WHILE, 

l\ IHflP 

MOTHER 
PREA/Yi 



































WHILE 
LYIN6 IN 
BEP... 


TH/^T 

M0RN1N6, 
APTER I 
WOKE UP, 



















































































































WfF! 



THAT'S 
WW TOO 
ORPI/MARV/ 

































































<“ Vt ) COME )UR/ABE 
L " BACK. 1 ! ( •• ( 


CO/Y\E 

BACK'.' 
































































































I STILL CARRY THIS 
PICTURE THAT X 
SECRETLY TOOK 
AT OUR SPORTS 
FESTIVAL, 


ANP 

PULL IT OUT 
TO LOOK AT 
SOMETIMES. 


SO EVEN / ICOULPN T 

TH0U6H I'M IN FORSET ABOUT 
HISH SCHOOL \ HER, 

NOW, X 



I COMPLETELY 
FORSOT ABOUT 
THIS PICTURE IN 
MY WALLET... 
































x v on't 
neep memories 

OF THE PAST 
ANYMORE.' 


BECAUSE 
FROM NOW ON, 
YOU'LL BE MV 
6IRLFRIENP.' 





































——-—~11— 

S' \ HUH? 

y V 

' \ ) 






















































































Sklis 




















































you 

WOULP 

BE 


TSUB/4KI, 






■■MM 





• .Sr 


<pti 







■r. ■"... 





























































X'/YV YOUR 
6IRLFR1ENP.' 


STARTIN6 

TOP/W, 



* 

















































WE'VE 

BEEN 60I/M6 
OUT FOR 
A MONTH 
NOW, 


BUT WE 
HAVEN'T YET 
PONE ANY OF 
THE THINSS 
COUPLES PO. 


FOR US TO 
HOU? HANPS 
RI6HT NOW. 


THERE'S 
NO NEEP 



SHE PIPAl'T HAVE 
TO SHOOT ME 
RISHT POWN 
LIKE THAT... 


IF 

THERE'S ONE 
THINS WE VO 
THAT MAKES 
US SEEM LIKE 
A COUPLE... 


TSUBAKI. 




















































—t 



every pay, 

ON OUR WAV HOME, 
URABE 6IVES ME A LITTLE 
BIT OP HER PROOL. 
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l£J 

' (, kl 

~=r--==^s ; =- 

























































































































































you 

PORSOT 

THIS— 








































































































































































































































I'LL BE 
WAITIN6 ON 
THE BRIP6E 


TOMORROW... 


















































































































































































































































































































YOUR HEART JUST 
5TARTEP POU/NPIN©, 
RISHT? 


TSUBAKL. 




































































WHILE X WAS 
PEELIMS VERY 
EYCITEP... 

















WHM. 


"VERY 

EXCITE?"...? 


YOU 

UMPERST/W 
MOW, RI6HT? 


WH/4T IS SHE 
P0IM6? 











































































my 

HEART WAS 
POUNPlNS 
HARP BECAUSE 
X THOUSHT YOU 
miSHT BREAK 
youR pRomiSE 
ANP OPEN 

youR eves... 


is youR 

HEART 
STILL 
POUNP- 
IN6? 


























































X PIPN'T 

op em my 

eyes... 








































































































































Pi PRE/M 
WHERE 1 SLEPT 
WITH UR/^E. 



YOUR WHET'S 
FACE IS REP, WR0/M6? 
TSUBAKI. 


my 

FACE? 

REP? 
































































































































U/He/M 
TH£ Time 

comes por 

THAT, 


I WOM'T 
HAVe A POLL 
Tiep to my 
ue/*p. 


























0 END OF CHAPTER 1 



































OKAY, 
l'/V\ TAKIM6 
THE SHOT' 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































mofi.J 






































































you saw 
you TOOK 
HER PICTURE 
IN SECRET 


ANP CA RR1EP 
IT IN youR 
WALLET... 




WOULP 

you have 

BEEN MAP 

2 






















































































































































ARE THE 
TEARS X 
WOUU? 
CRY IP YOU 
CHOSE 


THE TEARS 
SPILLING PROW 
YOUR EYES 
RISHT NOW 


MOTHER 
61 RL OVER 
WE... 

























































































































































































































































































































13 END OF CHAPTER 2 














































































































































































































in^5>mr‘o 




































































































































































































































































AETER 

SCHOOL 

yesterpay, 

X SAU/ THEM 
KISSIN6 IN 
THE EMPTY 
CLASSROOM. 


















































































































































































































































§ 00000 © 


































































50 

SWEET 


WHY IS 
URGE'S 
PR00L 






















































































































































f# 

URABE/' 


TMT'S 6 ||gil 1 

X / £ 

AAEMJ I ' 

E^Br oh, Y ^ ( 

fLivfJL you ^■WSi UIJU 

^qm\ THEN PIPN'T JPIKA hu 2 m 

y^A^jYOUCAN W/ ^ T JfMJfcMY "' ? 

.jifriff ^ VE A A HALF- fi|l|||r 

F[ ? e5w eaten BBI> wWHL ^ 

Pf 6 ^ ^ l ONE... ONE? fflP c Wlf 

^ ~ \ _ _ jftT^ Jfex^ 

- v -- 7 -<?- \ - 








































































































































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 3 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































TO BE HONEST, 
I'VE BEEN 
INTERESTEP IN 

you since you 

TRANSPERREP 
TO OUR 
SCHOOL.. 
























































































































































BECAUSE 
SHE'S TRVMNS 
TO PECIPE 
BETWEEN 
06ATA AMP 

me?.' 


A STARTER ON 
THE SOCCER 
TEAM, SO HE 
PRAWS A LOT OP 
ATTENTION... 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ANY 
PAN TIES 
ALL 
PM,., 


HAVEN'T 

BEEN 

WEARIN6 





































BECAUSE 1 
WANTEP 
S0METHIN6 
TO COMPARE 

my bonp 
with you 

TO... 






HE WOULP 
HAVE AM 
ABNORMAL 
REACTION... 


IE 

SOMEONE 
1 WAS 
BONPEP 
WITH 

TASTEP My 































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 4 






































CHATTEL O' 

"MYSTERIOUS <tIRLRRIEND x” 
WAS RuR>u Shed R>Y 
ARTeRnoon AS A 
one-Shot StoRY, 

So there WAS A <*A? or 
A' ftouT A YEAR AND A hAlR 
R>ERoRE THE SERIALISATION 

R>e<tAn with charter i ; 
"mysterious R>onD ” 


that’s 
whY uRA&e’S 
HAIRSTYLE is 
SLUtHTLV 

DIEEERENT R>ETWEEh7 

charters o And i. 

ON THAT NOTE, 

WE NOW PRESENT 
A BONUS EPISODE 
EXCLUSIVE TO THIS 
VOLUME TO FILL IN 
THE MISSING LINK 

between chapters 
O AND 1: 

CHAPTER 
0 . 5 '. 
starting ON k 

THE NEXT PAGE «i 


















The first girlfriend. 
































Riichi Ueshiba 



s^b 


“ES 


§£§ 

ill 

o|| 

III 

111 

fe£S 

IS! 

§|£ 

ill 

|f s 

111 

^8 

lllg 

IjygS 


§s|S 

up 

Silg 

11^ 

HU 

ill! 

j§1 

||gg 








































you learn this love has a bumpy road ahead! 













































"MYSTERIOUS 
girlfriend X" 


TSuBAW’S 
MIDDLE School. 
CLASSMATE 
And PiRST 
love. 

A tV?icAl 
YounG BEAUTY. 
CURRENTLY 
Attending 
An All-GiRl’S 
School. 


THE ONLY P? 
^CHARACTERS IN THIS*^ 
StoRY whose Tull 
NAMES ARE- KNOWN 
ARE the main cou?le 
AKIRA TSUBAKI AND ’ 
MIKoto uRABE. 
that’s whY we’Re 
■featuring Some of the 
female side characters 
here to introduce 
their full names' 
this comic’s 
Stance is that to 
Adolescent "BoYS, 
everything about 
girls IS A 
MYSTERY—A 
comTlete x — 

So THESE GIRLS 
Be hiding 
Some 



AW 

OKA 

( 17 ) 



JNOflMfy) 

AKIRA TSUBAKl’S OLDER SISTER. 

She takes cARe of All the TScBAKi 
household’s chores And IS like A 
mother to TSuBAKi, who lost his 
Real mother At A very Young AGe. 
he IS GREATLY indebted to her. 







MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 


Ayuko Oka [17} 



At 4’8”, she’s very small, but 
her figure is well-developed 
and quite gorgeous. Tsubaki 
spotted her kissing Ueno in 
the classroom after school, 
but she’s not too bothered by it. 

Ueno {17} 


Tsubaki’s best friend. 

He’s been going out with 
their classmate, Oka, since 
they were sophomores. 

Ueno’s fond way of talking 
about Oka frequently influ¬ 
ences Tsubaki’s ideas 
about relationships. 

Youko Tsubaki {24} 

n 

Akira’s sister, seven years 
his senior. She handles all the 
housework in place of their 
mother, who died when they 
were young. Akira is highly 
indebted to her. 


Characters 
Akira Tsubaki [17} 



The protagonist of the story. 
His bizarre relationship with 
Urabe began after he licked 
her drool one day. He is as 
interested in girls as any boy 
his age, but Urabe takes the 
lead in their relationship and 
Tsubaki can’t seem to initi¬ 
ate any progress between 
them. 


Mikoto Urabe {17] 



A transfer student who 
joined Tsubaki’s class. She 
can convey her own feelings 
through her drool, as well 
as pick up on Tsubaki’s 
feelings through his. She’s 
antisocial and everything 
she says and does is 
mysterious, but her ideas 
about love are very pure. 

Her hobby is using scissors, 
which she can use to cut up 
anything. 



































urn? 

WHAT? 









































































1$ 60IA6 TO 
BE f\ CO 'EP 
SWIM/YM/M6 

class' 


PURIM6 

5TH 

PERIOP.,. 

































































LVIN6 IN 
BEP LAST 
NISHT, 


I WAS 


REALLY 


EYCITEP 


EOR 


TOPAY 


COWE, 


TOO. 


I KNOW 
EXACTLY HOW 
VOU FEEL... 


(3ET TO SEE 
/V\V 6IRLPRIENP, 
URABE, IN f\ 
SWIMSUIT... 

¥ 


UENO 






















































1-1 

KNOW/ 


UE/M O! 
OK* 15 
NEXT... 
















































































































0 



























































































































































































































































































































BUT NOW 
THAT I THINK 
ABOUT IT, 
URABE'S NOT 
THE TYPE 
TO BLUSH ANP 
LOOK AWAY 
WHEN CALLEP 
"CUTE"... 




\ 

U.Y.? 


I‘m no. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 5 






















































CHAPTER' 




























































































































































































IT IS SUMMER BREAK, 
AFTER ALL- 
AFTER WE MEET 
UP AMP 
k FINISH 
OUR 
i ROU- 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SOMETHIN CAME UP, 
MV I HAVE TO 
60 OUT FOR ABOUT 
15 MINUTES... 




























































































































































































































































































































1 PREAMEP THAT 
X WAS HAVIN6 SEX 
WITH URABE- 


r ‘ 

X SUESS 
IT WAPPENEP 
BECAUSE I 
FELL ASLEEP 
SURROUNPEP BY 
HER SCENT-.- 






































































































































































































































































































HUH? 

X THOUSHT YOU 
SLEPT WITHOUT MY 
CLOTHES ON... 



AU6UST 31, 
THE LAST PAY 


SO 

AS IT 

OF SUMMER 
BREAK, WAS 
THE PAY OF 


TURNEP 

OUT... 

OUR FIRST 


PATE. 




WEIRP PRE/MS? 
POES SHE 
MEAN... 

A SEX PREAM 
LIKE THE ONE 
1 HAP WHEN 
1 SLEPT IN 
HER BEP? 


0 END OF CHAPTER 6 

































CHAPTER 7: ^MYSTERIOUS GIRL MEETS GIRL 
























































































































































































































































s/w, 



THEN YOU CM 
TRY ONE OF 
my EXCELLENT 
SHRIMP SPRlNS 
ROLLS NEXT... 



















































































































1 MEM, 
YOU HAVEN'T 
MAPE MY 
FEMALE FRIE/MPS 
SINCE YOU 












































AS A suy, 
X LIKE THE 
SOUNP OF 
THAT... 































































































































































































































WELL, I'LL 
TAKE YOU 
TO THE 
NURSE... 



IT'S 

BL£gpl/M6 
QUITE f\ 
BIT. 











































































































































WAVE A PATCW 
SEAT' VOU up < 


























































































































IS 

TH£T 
OKA y? 


50 X VM/MT 
























































































































































® END OF CHAPTER 7 






























































Puadtcd R. N/ MYSTERIOUS GIRL MEETS 
LrlAr 1 fcK 0. GIRl> CONTINUED 











my 

LI£6 


15 8L££Plfl<3„ 


































































































































































































































































































RI6HT AFTER SECONP 
SEMESTER STARTED, 

X HAP AN ERRANP TO RUN 
on my WAY HOME, 

SO I TOOK A 
DIFFERENT ROUTE... 



X WAS 
PRETTY 
FAR AWAY, 
SOI 


YOU PUT 
YOUR FINSER 
IN HIS 
MOUTH, 


THEN, 
BEFORE 
YOU PARTEP 
WAYS, 


I THOUSHT, 
"SO THOSE 
TWO ARE 
PATINS..." 













































































































































































m 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 8 















































































































orA IS «rt\ 
She’S onl-Y 
AB»OUT AS TALL 
AS A <tRADE 
SCHOOLER, T>UT 

heR T>odY is 

SUITE TILLED 
OUT AND 
GrORGrEOuS. 

ToR HER 
HEUtHT HER 
T>ODY ITSELT 
IS SUITE 
DEVELOPED. 

She MAY have 

THE STATURE 
OT A RID ; 
T>UT HER 
T.ODY LINES AR& 
ADultiSh. 


4r\ 

VAOW 

THIS ^lY 
LANDED 

orA TOR A 

GrlRLTRlBND 

IS THE 
^\Gt^BST 

m YST6-RY 
IN x, 


veuseuf! 










v am, 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT X LOVEI? 
"EXPLOSION 
AT THE 
LIBRARY" 
TOO. 





































































































































































































































THAT 1% 


IN HER 
AT ALL* 


THAT'S THE 
CONNECTION 


THE 6IRL WHO 
CAME INTO OUR 
CLASS TOPAV, 
MATSUZAWA, IS 
ALSO A MEMBER. 


■^r-- 

I'm 

ACTUALLY 
IN THE FILM 
STUPIES 
CLUB. 

















































sayins mot 

INTERESTS!? IN 
mATSU2AWA 


BUT.., 


XT WAS A 
KINP OF FUN 1 
PON'T EXPERIENCE 
WITH URABE... 


URABP 

IS.,. 


AS PAR AS I'M 
COflCPR/MPP, 


HONESTLY, IT 
WAS REALLY FUN 
STAYIN6 OUT LATE 
TALKIN6 ABOUT 
STUFF WE BOTH LIKE. 



























































































-jTrr-’, 











































































































































































































































THAT'S 

RIGHT... 


AMP 

sometimes x 

HAVE MO IPEA 
WHAT SHE'S 
THlMKlMG... 





























































WHEN 

X 

I FEEL 

P££L 

LIKE I'VE 

SO 

TOUCHEP 

URGE'S 

HEART. 

HAPPY 



0 END OF CHAPTER 9 




































































0 $) 























































































THEY 5/MP AT THE 
HOSPITAL TOPAY 
THAT THIS VEER'S 
COLP CM HANS 
ON POR A WHILE, 
SO I SHOULP STAY 
HOME FOR ABOUT 
3 PAYS... 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT X cm' T 

SINCE X SW x'm 

T4STEP 

VOUR BETTER, 

PROOL, 


X PEEL LIKE 
THANKS, i have m uch 
URABE.' WORE ENER6V! 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TSU8AKI. 


YEAH. 



















































































































































WW/AT 
COULP 
IT BE? 


H/V\/V\ 


EXCITEP 
EN0U6H TO 
BLUSH... 


BUT X 
PON'T 
THINK IT'S 
AMKIN6 
ME 




















































































































..MOW 
HAN PS 
ON THE 
WAV 
* 1 HOWE 
2 
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my 

BE- 

PACE 

ICAUSE 

TUR/MS 


REP 


EVERY 


TIME 1 


TASTE 


UR/ABE'S 


PROOL 


LATELY. 










































































































































































N-N 0/ 

/v\y maaip 
REALLY MOVEP 
BY ITSELF.../ 


you pip it 

OlN PURPOSE, 
PIP/N'T you? 


XT FELT 
PIFFEREAIT 
THAN LAST 
TIME... 















































































































































































































THEY RE 
REALLY 
WARM.,. 


YOU'RE 

RI6HT... 


















































UR£BE TA5TIM6 /V\V 
PROOL MV H0LPI/M6 
/Y\V PLUSHEP PACE 
I/M HER HA/MPS, 
WHICH BECAME OUR 

WINTER ROUTI/NS, 


j BUT I 
i STILL 6ET TO 
> HAVE SKIN 
CONTACT WITH 
HER EVERY PAY, 
SO I SUESS 
THAT MAKES 
/Y\E HAPPY... 



0 END OF CHAPTER 11 
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H -** ^ -wfl- lib- 

f pf^ji!ji!!i!!||!!|;i||g||i|i| 

i:i.iiv.'u.f ill:.lif! 

»'••• • „ :i ;,; ■- 

s^m —«gpr -jg 

i*': 



■ TM£ l 

I WHEN m I 

visit my U 

I MOTHER'S ^ 
6R/WE. 1 

1 r * 

'■ tocw 

j IS THE 

1 EC3UI- 

1 N0X 

ves Y 

Qr^i 

" J / L 

sill - IK, yf / 

~ ^ f M 

fj|P ~ ?1 Tsubaki Fai 

l,lM—» ° • VF-rKWIWM 

Ik. 

—" i 



























































































































ip you pimp 

f\ 600V mti, 
you cm LEAVE 
WHENEVER 

you want.' 



































HER 

/N^/Y\E IS 
MIKOTO 
UR/^BE. 


X HAVE f\ 
6IRLFRIENP 
FOR THE 
FIRST TI/Y\E 


mom, 


in my life. 




XT WAS 
fi NICE PW, 
ANP THE SUN 

felt mm. 


1U/ENT 
TO THE 


WITH /¥\V 

F/my on 
suNPAy. 












































































































































































































































/ „ H^rHI { WHAT A STRAN6E j 

( Zmpf ?'yr 0 o( ™' N To F s °v. URAB y 


XT'S ABOUT JUST I/M 

20 MINUTES THE NEXT 

PROM KAZAMIPAI dSSk, T0WA1 ' 

STATION BY BUS. 8 1 

B /KB r/fS 

— x —-ML feHMI ^ iff Km 

WHERE 

IS YOUR 

MOM'S 

6RAVE? 

■ 

f~f — — —-^rlllt 1 ® Hr 

WIW* U ?=» t".li- '-II. ii. '1. > -I .T ™ 







I'LL MEET YOU AT 

2 P.M. BY THE BUS M'L M || , 

STOP AT KAZAMIPAI '» 

STATION. iP W n jffillj 

i THEN, THIS 

| SUNPAY... 




WE'RE 

MEETIN6 UP IN 
OUR RE6ULAR 
CLOTHES ON 
A WEEKENP, 















































































































































































































BUT PO MOST 
6IRLS PRESS UP 
THIS /Y\U CH TO 
VISIT A 6RAVE WITH 
THEIR BOYPRIENPS...? 


SHE POES 
LOOK CUTE, 
AMP IT WAKES 
ME REALLY 
HAPPY... 



X 6UESS URABE IS 
A 6IRL THAT I CJUST 
PON'T UMPERSTANP 
VERY WELL... 












































































































































X VOl M'T 
PRESS LIKE 
THIS 































































my sister, 

WHO'S 7 YEARS 
OLPER, HAS 
BEEN RAISIN6 mE 
IN mom's PLACE 
EVER SINCE... 


SOX 

BARELY HAVE 
ANY mEmORY 
oe mom 

AT ALL. 
















































































































TSUBAKI... 





































































































> 


WE'LL 
BE P0IN6 
EVEN 
MORE J 


IMPROPER 

THIN6S 

FROM 

NOW 

ON.,. 
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to* oven tveil^ &uu f 

CU °' IS SU^U^^'^ t ^ s sw&, 
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TOUlOfl* 


WEB* 



ON THAT 
NOTE, 

HERE'S 
ANOTHER BONUS EPISODE 
EXCLUSIVE TO THIS 
VOLUME, CHAPTER 12.5! 

1=® STARTING ON P 
THE NEXT PA&E 










The same road home as always... or is it?! 












































About This Chapter 
























































































































MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 

























































































































































































































A struggle that her boyfriend doesn’t know about. Next time she’ll befriend i 










































































































































































The protagonist of “Mysterious 
Girlfriend X,” Akira Tsubaki, is a 17- 
year-old boy. He has a girlfriend named 
Mikoto Urabe, but I’m sure there are 
more 17-year-old boys in this world 
without girlfriends than there are 17- 
year-old boys with girlfriends. Naturally, 

I didn’t have a girlfriend when I was 17, 
either. To a boy of 17, at the height of 
adolescence, girlfriends are strange 
and mysterious beings that can be 
overwhelming in many ways. If I’d had 
a girlfriend when I was 17, of course I 
would’ve been happy, but now, as an 
adult, I think I would have been just 
as much bewildered, if not more. And 
when I think of it that way, I can’t help 
thinking that a boy of 17 getting a girl¬ 
friend is actually quite similar to a “robot 
anime” scenario. When a boy becomes 
the pilot of a giant, overwhelming robot, 
every day is filled with both joy and 
fear. And when a boy starts a relation¬ 
ship with the overwhelming presence 
that is a girl, every day is filled with joy 
and bewilderment. In the sense that 
both involve a boy encountering a new, 
unknown entity and running helter- 
skelter in the new world that opens up 
to him, I think the two scenarios are 
very similar. 

Well, that may be a rather 
forced interpretation, but I did have 

One day that in mincl when 1 9 ave the 

lllirIICT catch c °Py of an uniclentifia P |e 

HlKjjlDl romance comic” to this story 

2006 when serialization began. But 

RIICHI 1 P ersonal| y work uncler the 

IIFCUIRA complacent conviction that the 
(Jt^nlDH comic known as “Mysterious 
Ai Girlfriend X” is actually my first 
attempt at a robot anime. 

Bf iDctf What do you think? 





















There is a reason why the protagonists 
of this romance comic, "Mysterious 
Girlfriend X,” are 17 years old. Say, 
for example, that two people of the 
opposite sex who have feelings for each 
other spend a night alone together in 
the same room, for whatever reason. 

If they were college students, they 
would probably sleep together and have 
sex. If they are middle school students 
(though this may differ from the mental¬ 
ity of middle school students today), 
they probably would not. At least, I 
personally believe that since they’re still 
in middle school, they really don’t need 
to. So, if they were high school students 
around age 17, my personal opinion is... 
They might, or they might not. 


In the beginning of Ranpo 
Edogawa’s story, “The Demon 
of the Lonely Isle,” the protago¬ 
nist and the heroine check into 
a lovers’ inn. Both feeling shy 
and awkward, they don’t get into 
bed together, and the girl sits on 
the bed dangling her feet. Then, 
eventually, the girl tells the 
protagonist a certain secret: 


That night, the revelation of her 
secret was the only thing that 
happened, and the pair did noth¬ 
ing more before leaving the inn 
in the morning. That secret would 
then become the seed of major 
incidents and great adventures. 
"The Demon of the Lonely Isle” is 
a pre-war work, but if this sort of 
delicate relationship were to hap¬ 
pen in our modem age, I believe 
the characters in question would 
be around 17. Now that I think 
about it, all the comics I’ve written 
thus far — "Discommunication,” 
"Dream Users,” and "Mysterious 
Girlfriend X” — feature 17-year- 
old protagonists. I feel that the 
delicate, uncertain age of 17 is 
when many stories have their 
beginnings. 
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DON'T YOU 
THINK A GIRL 
WHO DROOLS 
WHEN SHE FALLS 
ASLEEP IS CUTE? 
WELL, THIS IS A 
COMIC ABOUT 
THAT SORT 
OF GIRL. 
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SHE FALLS 
ASLEEP IS 
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